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the imported newsprint is chemically 
| green in 


This 
| prompted some caustic humor since the 
| mew press law specifies that the use of 


«| newsprint in any color other than white 


color and not white. 


i js strictly illegal and punishable, 


Tariff powers cited 

| The secondary committee argued that 
| since newsprint was duty-free it had no 
cla gslficaticn. It should, therefore, pay the 


- duty of the next classification. This com- 
ment has in fact the power to fix the tariff 


3 Spokesman for the government has been 


i struggling ** at-any level it desires. : 


) ; By Peter S. Mclias 
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> 
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The Greek publishers have lost the first 
round of their battle with the government’, 
over what they consider an excessive tariff, 
arbitrarily levied, on newsprint. ? 


‘ Both the primary and secondary com- - 


mittees on customs dutics have concurred 
in upholding the legality of the govern- 
ment's decision to fix customs duties costs 
on newsprint amounting to about 100 per- 
eent ad valorem. 


a 


mittee admitted, however, that the govern. | 


id 


‘the alternate minister to the Premier, John.’ 


Apathangelou, a practicing lawyer in Sa- - 


~lonika before his appointment to the Army- 
backed Cabinet. 


‘ who have been campaigning against the high 


_ duty and who own the large circulation ‘ 
phewspapers, Most of these newspapers main. ~ ° 


tain either a critical or an -antigovernment 
, attitude. 

“ Mr.. Agathangelou contended that the 
Greek government was‘not bound by any 

agreements which would dictate a 17 percent 
customs clearance cost of- newsprint. He 
‘ implied that the second increase in the price 
,of the newspapers was motivated by con- 
’' siderations other than absorption of the duty 


He recently wrote a letter to all publishers ; 


, Not easily dissuaded, the publishers now ‘cost, and, finally, that the government's 


‘have appealed their case to the State Coun- 
-. cil, Greece’s administrative supreme court. * 
They insist customs clearance costs on 
‘newsprint should not exceed 17 percent ad: 


‘press policy of customs duty rebates aimed 


at contributing to the freedom of the press. . 


ry 


‘valorem in line with Common Market and. Agreement text printed | Pe 


; GATT agreements. : 
{ The newsprint tariff is a significant cost 


_ 4. The publishers involved were quick’ to 
u!counter by publishing photostats of the. 


'¢actor for newspapers, since all of Greece's -, agreement text with the Common Market, 
- They went on to claim that Mr. Agathangelou | 


‘ néwsprint is imported. _ ; 1 


Newsprint was duty-free 


' Greek publishers were getting their 
‘newsprint duty-free until the beginning of 
‘the year, when the new press law went into 


effect. The law stipulated that only news- . 


papers with a daily circulation of up.to 25, 
000 would get their newsprint duty free. 
.For higher circulations, a scale of rebates! 


was established until newspapers with a: 


daily circulation of over 100,000 would not, 
in essence, receive any benciits. 
Most of the publishers, especially those | 


- tive but to go through with the second price 


. increase. And they disagreed that the sys- 


.,tem of rebates contributed to the freedom 
‘tof the press. 
“! They said the government had in fact been 
) prejudiced against the high-circulation newse 
:' papers. What is more, they argued, freedom 
of the press was better assured through 
equal treatment for all, less interference, 
..and fair distribution of government adver- 
: tising revenue. In private, they complained 
of sizable handouts to only a few newspapers | 


' 
‘ 


‘ ‘: had agreed the publishers had no alternae’ 


with the high-circulation newspapers, re-.. -in the form of advertising and publicity. 


Zs sp 
acted by raising ‘their, price twice since ~ In the face of what has been transpiring, ' 


the beginning of the year and, at the same 


time, launching a campaign against the iy Broups. * 
‘| 


government's decision. : 
Their aim is to have the customs duty 
“reduced so they can lower their price cor- 
respondingly and regain the recent circula 
‘tion loss which they attribute to the two 
price increases, 
| Both the primary and the secondary com- 
‘mittees for customs dutics have been Icas | 
‘than convincing in their arguments for cone: 
curring with the government's. decision, 
The primary 


ae, Ute be 


publishers are basically divided into two 


One group holds that Greece's leaders 
“have made up their minds to force the 
large-circulation ‘newspapers cither to go 
bankrupt or to cut down their size, Then 
, the authorities could exercise control on the 
remaining newspapers through economic 
pressure, 
__ The other group takes the position that 
Premier George Papadopoulos will, in the 
course of time, realize all the shortcomings 


’ This second group gocs further by ab- 
solving the Premicr and blaming some 


de 
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